
ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN REFERENDUM 

Summary 

A new plan, the “Royal Leamington Spa Neighbourhood Plan”, RLSNP for short, has been 

prepared for the town. This summary document aims to provide you with a taster of what is 

in the RLSNP, how you can find out more and how you can make your vote count for your 

town. 

Neighbourhood Plans are a key part of the development plan system and, if adopted after 

referendum, the RLSNP will sit alongside the planning policies of Warwick District Council. It 

is a bespoke plan for Leamington Spa which was created by residents, business owners, 

community and local interest groups and councillors who know and love the town. 

The RLSNP been prepared in line with procedures set by government and has been subject 

to several rounds of wide-ranging consultation. It passed an independent planning 

examination in March 2020 and is now due to go to referendum on 6th May 2021. 

 

 

You can read the full Plan online at www.leamingtonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

http://www.leamingtonneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/


The RSLNDP will have a lifespan to 2029 and in that time it has been designed to achieve the 

following Vision: 

2029 Vision for Royal Leamington Spa 

“Royal Leamington Spa’s vibrant and diverse history gives our town its unique character 

and distinctive identity. It has become a thriving base of creative, cultural and 

technological innovation whilst nurturing its valued green spaces and community assets. 

Looking to our future, we will continue to conserve and protect our built heritage whilst 

promoting enhancements which allow us to reduce our impact on climate change, support 

sustainable economic development, build innovative housing, support effective integrated 

transport systems and contribute to a healthy town.” 

To attain the Vision, 5 themes were identified for the RSLNP: 

 

Each theme has a set of planning policies: 

Housing and Development 

This theme sets out the RSLNP’s planning policies to help manage future housing 

development. Support will be given to infill development, development of previously 

developed land and community-led and self-build housing. Also included under this theme 

are policies to help achieve good design, particularly more sustainable design that helps 

reduce the impacts of climate change. Much of the town is covered by Conservation Areas 

and this theme also sets planning policy for these important heritage assets. Outside of 

these areas, the plan also includes a policy to help manage future development in other 

housing areas so that they do not see their character eroded. Finally, this theme includes a 
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policy to help secure a mix of types and tenures of housing, including affordable home 

ownership. 

Community and Culture 

Leamington has many important community and culture assets and this theme seeks to 

protect such assets. All of these are shown on the Policies Map as individual, protected sites. 

The Community and Culture theme also includes a policy to promote public art. 

Green Spaces and Parks 

Local green spaces and open spaces, allotments and sport and recreation facilities are all 

identified and protected under this theme. All of these are shown on the Policies Map as 

individual, protected sites. The Green Spaces and Parks theme also includes policies to 

protect green infrastructure – the areas of open space and water features that connect 

throughout the town.  

Roads and Transport 

The Road and Transport theme is very much about identifying ways to help people switch to 

transport modes other than the private car. The RLSNP seeks to do this by making the town 

more pedestrian and cycle friendly and by identifying particular areas of the road network in 

town which require improvements. In this way, we can reduce the impact of climate change, 

improve air quality, improve health and reduce congestion.  

Business Support and Town Centre 

The fifth theme seeks to support business development in the town and to support change 

in Leamington town centre. The RLSNP includes a policy for a new Creative Quarter focussed 

on Old Town. This Quarter will be promoted as a centre for digital and creative industries. 

Under this theme there are further policies to manage the appearance of shopfronts, 

protect car parking provision and encourage more flexibility in the types of uses permitted 

in secondary retail areas. The Business Support theme does not forget areas outside of the 

town centre and identifies 8 local shopping centres for protection, recognising their 

importance for meeting local needs. 

So, what happens now? 

Every registered voter in Leamington will receive a ballot card through their letterbox soon 

asking them to vote on Thursday 6th May and there will be one question on the day for 

voters to respond to for the RLSNP: “Do you want Warwick District Council to use the 

Neighbourhood Plan for Royal Leamington Spa to help it decide planning applications in 

the neighbourhood area?”  

A Vote for the Plan will help protect 28 of our parks and green spaces from future 
development, support an accessible and sympathetic Creative Quarter redevelopment, 
promote higher housing design standards, encourage appropriate brownfield usage, 
support the use of sustainable travel and help protect our existing community facilities.  



A total of 50% plus one Yes Votes would be required of the total number of people who vote 
to enable the Plan to pass referendum and become a significant part of statutory planning 
policy for Leamington Spa. 
 
You must register to vote by 19th April if you are not currently on the electoral roll. If you 

wish to vote by post, you must register by 20th April. If you wish to vote by proxy, you must 

register by 27th April. Guidance on how to do this can be found here: 

www.warwickdc.gov.uk/localelections2021 or by contacting The Electoral Services Team, 

Warwick District Council, Riverside House, Milverton Hill, Royal Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 5HZ – 01926 456105 

 

 

                 Produced by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/localelections2021

